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SECTION 7 



THE ARMORED GOLIATH THAT 



Panzer leader. Ry Gtn. H«im Gvdfritn. 

Fpftword by C«pi R. H. Uddcii H«rt. 
Tra«il*tc4 fiofli H»c Gkiiiiak by CoMUflttiic 
Rtxsibbo«». lllHitr*lcd. S2l pp. N«w york- 
E. P. Dutton R Co. $7.50. 

Ry DREW MIDDLETON 

Bon.n. 

N ot long Hgo one of ILie suave 
young men around Chancellor 
Adenauei remarked that Ck^neral 
Guderian, the author of • panxer U*ud- 
er/’ should be put in jail. He had nut 
read the book. His remark refle« trd 
both the propensity of the Germanf for 
putting people In JaU \7ithout due pror- 
ees Of law and the distaste felt for both 
Guderian and hia book by the present 
regime in German>. 

There are two reasons for it. The 
first is that Guderian. the last Chief 
or the Army General Staff under Hit- 
ler, has offended the whole community 
of German interest whose center, al^ 
most its reason for being, is the plot, 
which failed, to assassinate HiUer. The 
second reason is that Guderian^ who 
by any standards, was one of tlic lend, 
ing German commanders of World W'ai 
II and who, moreover, was a military 
innovator of the first runk in th« fitdd 
of armored warfare — is unaympathetU' 
i« the strategic and organixational ron- 
l epia of the. to him, relatively junior 
generals who have been entrusted w ;tti 
thi formation of the Army of the 
Puurih Reich. 

"Panzer Leader "comprises a number 
of books. There is the story, well told, 
of r.uderian’s long struggle in the face 
of opposition by infantry and cavalry 
generals to build the panzer forces 
which swept east and west out of Ger- 
many from IMR to im2. There i.s n 
detailed account of the operation.M oi 
thoae forces and indeed of the whole 
German Army in the great campiogn-' 

In Poland. France and the Low Coim- 
triea and the Soviet Union. And thgr.' 
are Guderian’s views on Hiller and Im.-. 
government, the plot and the hading 
persona titles of ini* Tliinl Reich. 

Separately each section i.s ot ub- 
sorbing interest, though the reader may 
find it difficult to move from the dr 
tails of battles to the feverish mnanity 
of Hiller's court. And GuJenan’a now.i 
on Hitler and the other Nazi Icadc:; 
seem to luive been added as an .••fitr 
thought. N evert he Ic.ss. the book t.lln os 
»v great ilcal. It is far belter than iiny- 
thing yet written by ;i Cernlun 
perhaps bersuse Gudei uin was a tngh- 
ranking genoriil, n man who know wha. 

. yoing t»n nt the butltefichl.s ,.i K*: 
r.i[-e ;i ni;in of hmitc.l pf>litic;«l |ire 
hpn.'M.'i but deep t:icti< :il .mdil:ii.. m f 
.'itghi There i.m no .sohi icr ;md »*eih-r r 



FAILED 



German ntory of how and why the 
Wehrmnchl failed in Russia in 1941 
than this. 

Still, Guderian, like de Gaulle, an* 
•Mhcr developer of the armored force, 
has a penchant for political pronounce- 
ments and it is these that have offend- 
ed his countrymen. What he says akK»ul 
the plot » ir.teieMmg. even refreshing, 
although umloubtcdly offending u> moi* 
hUbIs. 

Noting that he iefu.«:ett li> “accept 
murder in ftu.v form." Guderian ass. ns 
♦hii he cannot approve of the us.sa.'u-i' 

nation attempt. He then makes a num* 
ber of biting criticisms of the plot : the 
conspirators were careless: once the 
bomb had exploded, Graf Stauffenberg, 
the would-be assassin, acted with 
"more than foolhardiness": finally, the 
plot came too late. 

The scorn in these sentences has of* 
fended many Germans: "• • • A very 
gre.^l deal has been spoken and written 
about resistance to the Hitler regime. 
But of those men who are still aliyc, 
the speaker.*; and the writers, who had 
acce.Hs to Hitler. w*hich of them did. in 
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fact, even once, offer any resistance to 
his will?" 

And later Guderian says: "Any man 
who w’aa quite sure that Hitler's policy 
was iMMind to lead to war. that war 
must be prevented and that a war 
would inevitably bring our nation to 
•lisaster, su:** a man was duty bound 
to .*<eck and fuij occasions, before the 
war had started, to say so without am- 
biguity both to Hitler and to the Ger- 
man i>eople: if he could not do this fronr: 
inside Germany *hen he should have 
done so from abroad. Did the responsi- 
ble men at the time in fact do this?" 

*^H£S£ questions underline another 
qiieslton that is sure to naunt the Ger* 
itiunn for years. It is simply : If HiUer 
iv.’ui .<o evil and so bad, why was there 
m. outcry against him when Germany 
was winning? Germans invariahly re- 
tort that this is an oversimplifu'alion. 
But great evil and gr«ai tyranny art 
simple. 

■‘Panzer Leader" emphatically w-as 
n«*i written lo curry favor with the 
United States Nor does Guderian at- 
lr> place all th» hlame f».r 
on Hiller. Keitel. Jodi and other gen- 
•‘r,ils contributed. And if there is little 
lenaure of hia own operations- well. 
Gudetuin'a c^paigns have as good a 
chance of .ilanding the lest of lime as 
those of any other German general. 

Guderian. like maoy other German 
commamlers at the top level, admired 
Rommel as h man and as a field com- 
mander. but evidently he does noi con- 
sider the desert general as one of the 
great military commanders of hisior>*. 
Hoiiimcl was, Guderian writes, 'an 
iip»'o. upright man and a biave .<uildi«r ’ 
He hud "energy and subtlety oi appre- 
ciation • • • great understan<lmg of lus 
iiier and, in fact, thoroughly deserved 
the reputation he had won for himself 
However, when Rommel ami Guderi- 
an worked together preparing deferwes 
and tactics ogain.st the landing of the 
Allied expeditionary force in France 
tjiidehan found the desert general 
"highly temperamenlal" and unable to 
umler.stuml the need for '‘mobile re- 
serves." 

'^UDRRIAN does not adopt the view 
that iKililical coiuiiucrations — such as 
the retention of we.st -front rescrve.s for 
ii.-ie in a nntionul emergency in Ger- 
many in event of HiUer s a.'^^^a.HSitud ion 
influenced Rommel’s 'overdue and 
piecttmcar* rommilment id rrsei vcs in 
Normandy He says the quo.sii'on i.'i an 
..pen one. Greater praise is accorded 
Kodil Mnr.<h:il MansLein. at pres-mt a 
C n IHSy’*'' ' ''rimes in the Rrinsh 

t U itrX lien*, say.s Guderian. was a nmn 
r g.ff di.siitigUislM^l luilitHry '.alents. 

t II L*T* ,,u,. finest oporali'.i’.i) brain." 

2 D ^ and Adi.lf 

n«^;angf’t. :hc twt» [>jintipal in;i»tar\ 
E s U. Iht- d -OI Pn,/. 17 
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THE ARMORED GOLIATH THAT 



PANZER leader. Ry G<n. Heins 
fonwoni by Cept R. H. Liddell H«L 
TfMilnied fnxn tKe Germen by ConiUntm* 
GbjibboA. Ulutbntcd. $29 pp. New y©»k 
E. P. Dutton ft Co. $7.SO. 

By DREW MIDDLETON 

B«.NS 

N ot long Hgo one of ihf kuhvi* 
young men around Chnno 'l**' 
Adenauet remarked that Georrut 
Guderian. the author of “Panzer l^ra.U 
er" should be put in jail. He had r.nt 
read the book. His remark refIr* t***! 
h«iih the propensity of the Germany for 
putting people in Jail udUtout due pn«'- 
ess law and the distaste felt for both 
Guderian and hi» book by the present 
regime IP German> . 

There are two reasons for it. The 
first is that Guderian. the last Chief 
of the Army General Staff under Hit- 
ler. has offended the whole common'’ v 
of German interest whose center, hi- 
most Its reason for being, is the ;>mt. 
which failed, to usasslnale Hiller. The 
second reason is that Guderian • wh»i 
by any standards, was one of the lend, 
ing German commanders (•( World W n 
II and who, moreover, was a mih'ar) 
innovator of tha flr»t rank in Iho ».• »-l 
rsr armored warfare— -is unaympatheiii- 
ti. I he strategic and organixatiunal « -ii 
«‘e|>ia of the, to him, relatively jtmmr 
.TMternls who have been entruateil wni; 
>ht formation of ihe Army of ifu* 
Fo'irlh Reich. 

"Panzer Leader" comph.He.s a ni.mfx'i 
of books. There is the story, well 
of Gud» an a long struggle in the face 
of oppcjition by infantry and tavo'ry 
generals lo build the panzer f..rrc; 
which swept east and west out oi i;rr. 
many from 1939 to 1042. Th ri t> • 
detailed account of the operaiii.n.- m 
those forces and indeed of the whol. 
German Army in the great camp ngn..- 
in Poland. France ami the I»w t'oiin- 
iricz and the Soviet Union. Ami the 
are Guderian's views on Milln and 
government, the phd ;md iho 
rxirbimatitiea oi tm- Third Urich. 

^iSPAKATELY each section i,< of ah. 
sorbing intere.sl. though the rcHth i may 
fuid it difficult to move from ih«- di-. 
tails of tattles to the fcveri.sh msonttv 
Hitler's court. And Cuderian s view, 
on Hitler and the other Na/.i h.idet. 
ween) to h.ive lieen »idd**d ii.v; ati ;iP- • 
thought. Neverthelc.sji. Uu- book I - lb us 
a great deal. It i.<i far heller iha;> .s'l.v 
thing yet wriilon hy :i (^cirimn p* nn-.l 
[;erhaps be* mi.s-.* (#u«tcn:in wa.s a i.igh. 
ranl'ii.g general, u man who knew whai 
.v;!i i..»mg on at the baiilefichis K*i 
| a m;tn of liita** ,j p.diUcill 
h«;n.si'tn liut luclii-al it’ihtai. ii; 

. 'ghs There is no Hob*<ti i ami nviier 
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German yiory of how and why the 
Wehrmacht failed in Russia in 1941 
tha:. this. 

SmU. Guderian, like de Gaulle, an* 
«»*i. r developer of the armored fone 
has a penchant for political prornmne- 
ineiiis ami it those Uiri have offeml 
i-,l his countrymen. What he says obitii 
the plot IS inieie.sting, even refreshing, 
altiiough undoubtedly offending to mor- 
nhats. 

'Anting that he refus«*s to accept 
murder in »nv form.' Gmlcrmn as.v .< 
••i.ii ho cannot appi-ov** r>f the ,ajvsa.*«s‘- 

nation attempt. He then make.s a num- 
ber of biting criticisms of the plot; the 
conspirators were careless; once the 
himb had exploded, Graf Stauffenberg. 
the would-be nss.-i!istn, acted with 
"more than foothanlincss": finally, the 
plot came too late. 

The scorn in these sentences has of 
fended many Germans: "• * • A very 
great deal has been spoken and w-riiiec 
about resistance to the Hitler rcgiMc. 
Rm of those men w’ho are .still alive, 
the spctiker.s an*l the writers, who hml 
iiccc-fis to Hitler, which of them did. in 



fH< t. • veu once, otfrr any resist ance to 
his wdlT” 

And later Gudenan says: "Any man 
.' ho w’as quite sure that Hitler's policy 
wa.H iitiund to lead to w^r, that war 
mu.st be prevented and that a w-ar 
would inevitably bring our nation to 
•lisaster. such a man was duty bound 
: .seek and find occasiun.'i, before the 

w:tr had started, to say so without an<- 
^iguiiy both to Hitler and to the Oer* 
man people: if he could not do this fron; 
•nside Germany then he should have 
d*ine s«) from abroad. Did the responsi- 
ble men at the time in fact do this?" 

^'heSE questions underline another 
qiie>'.ton that Is sure to naunt the Oer- 
man> fv. years. It is simply; If Hitler 
w:i.H ,<o evil and .so bad, wh' wa.a there 
no outcry aguin.sl him when Germaa.v 
was winning? Germans invariably re- 
tort that this is an oversimplification 
But great evil and great lyraimy or* 
simple. 

"Panzer Leader” emphaticallv was 
not written to curry favor with the 
Unite J Slate* Nor does Guderian al- 

to plac^ nil thw t>>r .-ti.r,.-,! 

on Hitler. Keitel, Jodi ard other gen- 
. r.iKs contributed. And if there is lllUe 
censure of his own opertlion* well. 
GuJerian’a campaign.* have as good a 
chance of standing the teal of ume as 
those of any other Ge.’man general. 

i*udenan. like many tdher Geiniai: 
commanders at the lop level, admirwl 
Komioel us a man and as a Mold coin- 
mai>der. but evidently he docs n».t cot;- 
sKlei the de.icn general a.= one *'f the 
gro.it milit.iry commanders of history. 
H..niinel WHS. Gudenan writes. an 
opi'ii. upright n»;tn and a hiuve .•*»Micr 
Hr h.Hl 'iRorgy and anbllciy ot Mppre- 
l iiiiwn • * ' great under.sianding of hi.'i 
' m, r and, in fact, thoroughly deserved 
thi- reputslion he had won for himself ‘ 

However, when Rommel nml Guderi- 
an worked ttigolher preparing 'lefrnaei. 
and tactics ogamst the landing of the 
Allied rxpe<mionary force in France 

♦ iiulrnan found Ine de len K'^-”***’al 
•'highly temporamenlal ' ai.d unable lo 
imdersMind lh»' noctl for ’ niobilr re- 
Hrives." 

^IfDERlAN does not adopt the vnew 
that |K>litical mnsiiicraliona - s\ioh as 
the retention of west -front re.servcs for 
use in a national emergency in Ger- 
many in ovoni <»f Hitler s am 

influencod Rommei'* 'ovotdue and 
piecemeal" commilnu-ni of resi'rvcs in 
Ntfrman.ly. Ho says the qucsnon li? an 
ono Groidcr prai.se is avcnnlpd 
Kiohl Mai>hjil Manstcin. at pres.'ol u 
pns* not lor war rrtnies in tite Criiish 
zom- Hl•l*•. s:i.v<! Gudonan. was a nmn 
.,f -most di.dmgui.-hfd military »alents. 

* * • mir finest operaliunni hr.aitt." 

'’JonerHls Hans and Adolf 

Hoii.singcr. tho tw.. |.rinri|';il nnlila'v 
ulvi.ser.'* lo Ihe ( */ m»j 1* 



Armored 

Goliath 

< C<mf ifiMt’a front Patj> 1/ 
Bono Govfrnment, ar« men- 
iioned only in paosing by Oi*- 
derian. And if he critical of 
many generals his prais- for 
balallion, regimental and tuni- 
pany commanders who caught 
hi» eye is unstinted. 

American readers wlH be 
su^rised at the emphasia which 
Guderlan places on the war in 
the east. This Is naturalr be- 
rause for the German aoldler 
ihi war with Russia was the 
war. The Mediterranean, even to 
some extent the Normandy 
front unUI the Allied break- 
through, were sideshows. They 
knew they had to eomiuer 
Russia or fall. 

Quderian's accounts of three 
great military operations, the 
break-through into France In 
1040. the first assault on the 
Soviet Union in 1941 and the 
long retreat from Russia In 
1043-45. 'are classics of their 
kind. No other memoirs give 
so complete an account of these 
uperationj. and the military de- 
tail is touched by sharp descrip- 
Uou of the fighting and vivid 
gtimpses of the vague distorted 
half-life of men at war. 

Gudirrian's military master- 
pieces were the break-through 
Bi Sedan in May, 1940, and the 
subsequent drive to the Channel 
coast and the offensive on Mob- 
<*ow through Orel, which he led. 
Much has now been written 
about the drive through Sedan: 
French and British generals and 
hiatortana have added their re- 
flections, yet Guderian's luster 
is undimmed. 

Pursuing his favorite tactic 
of 'boot them, don’t spatter 
them," Guderlan took Sedan 
with the First and Tenth Panser 
Divisions and then forced the 
croaring of the Meuse on May 
IS. Those who. with Tolstoy, hold 
thal once a battle has begun 
generals surrender control may 
be confounded by Gucierian's nc- 
cooni For this was personal 
leadership of a kind the West 
did not sec again until Patton 
swept across France four year.** 
laler. Guderian's record land, it 
.-.hould be said, other record.H) 
shows a refillcKB driving coin- 
mander. confident that his theo- 
ries of armored warfare would 
be hurne out if only drive could 
hr maintained. 

in i-ominsnil nf the 
N melee nth (‘«»rpti iindet Vun 
Klci.‘«i. ijii'U'Maii throw the 
Kieiiih bark nrro.s.s the nver 
itnti then dirorttsj a scries of 
sm:i?«l)ing Altarks which not 
<»nl\ binkf KtvM*'li rcsi.stann-. 
Aitli the l:etp •>! the I.tiftwafli-, 
1. It ui:i.l - .1 i timidiM*' brriik- 

‘iiiMitgh .md Mpeni'd the iMtid.'i t»> 

■ M< I 'haiinrl. 

The corps voinimindn wa.s fu- 
iious with any eeneru). nu mal- 
Iri how Mtf>*rrioi. who asked for 

huh. :*M<I phra.-.-.- like ries.s 
••.I'.v.i:-! wilh .ill p.*.'^sihle ,.;p.vd’' 
*11. 1 • Nm lime iMj iie.Miaiiry ■ run 
' hrmigli Ills ilesenp:) ion oi his 
liaJtlis 

' :;i<!i‘i'iaii. ,• ri oli/...*| 




sooner than other generals the 
true weakness of the French 
Army and he was swifter to ex- 
ploit It; greatly daring, he was 
greatly reworded. 

Guderlan himself emcrgM.v 
from the book a Utile more than 
life siee. Tliat be was brnv*- we 
know. Hiat he was skillful as 
an organizer and a tactician is 
part of the military history of 
the last fifteen yeara He obvi- 
ously had a streak of deep coni- 
bativeness which kept him plim- 
ning and organizing after many 
others had loat heart. 



I^E reports his quarrels with 
Hitler over military matters. He 
won only minor victories in 
these battles. like other men 
mote astute politically, be was 
overcome by that demoniac en- 
ergy and spate of words. Hitler, 
he remarks;, could not under- 
stand Get many’s limitations 
and once the armies had been 
checked outside Moscow 
"plunged into the unlimited" in- 
stead of choosing more modest 
objectives or breaking off the 
balUe. 

The writing is crisp, at times 
very personal, and has a curious- 
ly old-fashioned quality. Some 
of the details of how the Ger- 
man nimored force was organ- 
ized may bore the average read- 
er, and Guderlan perhaps laiters 
Hitler' .<t military ineffectiveness 
in his last years. But through- 
out the battle scenes there is an 
authentic touch. The descrip- 
tion of the fighting in Russia as 
winter came in 1941 U told in 
brief, sharp sentences which 
give a strong picture of a great 
military machine sl.»wly running 
down in the face of bitter re- 
sist.ince and bitter cold. 
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